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File Photo/TheDaily Iowan
Iowa running back Jordan Canzeri jumps over a player during the Iowa-Nebraska game at Memorial Stadium on Nov. 27, 2015. The Hawkeyes defeated 
the Huskers, 28-20, to finish off a perfect regular season. The Hawkeyes would go on to have their first appearance in the Big Ten Championship game 
against Michigan State.
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Nate Wieting
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Keegan Render
Ross Reynolds
James Daniels
Cole Banwart
Sean Welsh
Levi Paulsen
Tristan Wirfs
Levi Paulsen
T.J. Hockenson
Peter Pekar
Nick Easley
Ihmir Smith-Marsette
Nate Stanley
Tyler Wiegers
Akrum Wadley
James Butler
Drake Kulick
Brady Ross
Miguel Recinos
Keith Duncan

Anthony Nelson
Sam Brincks
Matt Nelson
Cedrick Lattimore
Nathan Bazata
Brady Reiff
Parker Hesse
A.J. Epenesa
Ben Niemann
Kevin Ward
Josey Jewell
Kristian Welch
Bo Bower
Aaron Mends
Josh Jackson
Michael Ojemudia
Miles Taylor
Amani Hooker
Jake Gervase
Geno Stone
Matt Hankins
Manny Rugamba
Colten Rastetter
Ryan Gersonde

89
12
87
39
77
79
69
59
78
61
79
66
74
66
38
86
84
6
4
8
25
20
45
36
91
3

98 
90 
96 
95 
99 
91 
40 
94 
44 
26 
43 
34 
41 
31 
15 
11 
19
27 
30 
9 
11
5 
7
2

6-1
6-3
6-5
6-4
6-7
6-3
6-4
6-4
6-4
6-4
6-3
6-5
6-5
6-5
6-5
6-4
5-11
6-2
6-5
6-4
5-11
5-9 
6-1
6-1
6-1
5-11

6-7
6-5
6-8
6-5
6-3
6-3
6-3
6-5
6-3
6-1
6-2
6-3
6-1
6-0
6-1
6-2
6-0
6-0
6-1
6-0
6-1
6-0
6-2
6-4

195
205
232
250
320
295
310
300
295
295
295
305
315
305
243
252
203
175
235
225
195
210
240
245
192
173

260
275
285
295
287
260
257
270
233
217
236
232
235
227
192
200
203
210
210
195
175
185
210
185

SR.
FR.
SO.
SO.
#FR.
SR.
JR.
JR.
JR.
#FR.
SR.
SO.
FR.
SO.
#FR.
SR.
JR.
FR.
SO.
JR.
SR.
SR.
SR.
SO.
JR.
SO.

SO.
JR.
JR.
SO.
SR.
SO.
JR.
FR.
SR.
SR.
SR.
SO.
SR.
JR.
JR.
SO.
SR.
SO.
JR.
FR.
FR.
SO.
SO.
FR.

OFFENSE

DEFENSE

89  Matt VandeBerg
19   Max Cooper

97  Tyler Kluver
50 Jackson Subbert

21   Ivory Kelly-Martin
25  Akrum Wadley

7   Colten Rastetter
2   Ryan Gersonde
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For the most extensive weekly Iowa football preview show in the 
state and photo slideshows after the game go to

DAILY-IOWAN.COM

@DIPregame
@dailyiowansports

ENTER
THE

On The Line Contest
Go to daily-iowan.com/ontheline 

and place your college 
football predictions.
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ONE ON ONE

WITH AKRUM WADLEY

Daily Iowan: What’s your favorite 
album of all time?
Akrum Wadley: I listen to a lot of 
Meek Mill, a lot of Lil Wayne. I like all 
Lil Wayne albums, Meek Mill albums. 
I can’t pick. Tough question.

DI: Who is the hardest hitter on the 
team?
Wadley: I’d say Miles [Taylor] when 
he wants to be. [Or] Amani Jones, 
he’s the hardest hitter on the team. 

DI: What’s the craziest play you’ve 
ever been a part of?
Wadley: Craziest play I did was a 
halfback toss pass. That was here, 
but we never ran that play. Just in 
practice.

DI: Go-to place for fast food in Iowa 
City?
Wadley:  I  love Wendy’s.  Next 
question.

DI: Best Halloween costume as a 
kid?
Wadley: I was a ninja.

DI: Most memorable football game 
you’ve been a part of? 
Wadley: The Michigan win. 

DI: Who’s the worst driver on the team?
Wadley: I don’t know. I don’t want 
to rat nobody out.

DI: What’s the most overrated 
TV show? 
Wadley:  “Love and 
Hip-Hop.” There’s a 
lot of drama, and I 
think it’s fake.

DI: When you go 
home, what’s your 
favorite home-
cooked meal? 
Wadley: Chicken 
alfredo.

DI:  Is there a player 
you model your game 
after?
Wadley: I like a lot 
of people. I like 
Jamaal Charles, 
I like LeSean 
McCoy. I like 
L e ’ V e o n 
Bell, I like 
how he 
plays.

Daily Iowan Sports Editor Adam Hensley caught up with running back Akrum Wadley, a senior from Newark, 
New Jersey.
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AROUND THE BIG TENPOWER RANKINGS

Name: Saquon Barkley, Penn State
Position: Running back
Year: Junior

The Saquon Barkley we all know and love came 
out to play again last weekend. The junior had 224 
all-purpose yards — 158 rushing — and added 3 
touchdowns for the Nittany Lions. He’s won the Big 
Ten Offensive Player of the Week four times this 
season. That’s wild. 

Name: Josey Jewell, Iowa
Position: Linebacker
Year: Senior

OK, it’s my last one of these. I had to pick my favorite 
rough-cut Jewell. But still, he had another great 
game against Purdue — 13 tackles, 2 sacks, and 3 
pass breakups. The senior is only 9 tackles away 
from tying his single-season record, even after 
missing a game. That he didn’t make it to the final 
round of the Butkus Award is mind-boggling.

No. 8 OHIO STATE AT MICHIGAN
When: 11 a.m. Saturday
Where: Michigan Stadium, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Watch: Fox

8) Indiana (5-6):  
But guess what, so does Indiana. It’s 
pretty fun that the two will play each 
other for that chance to make a bowl 
appearance.

9) Iowa (6-5): 
Don’t lose to Purdue, and you won’t 
get dropped this low, Iowa.

10) Minnesota (5-6): 
One win would mean a bowl 
appearance, but unfortunately for 
the Gophers, they have to play 
Wisconsin. Tough times in Minneapolis.

11) Rutgers (4-7): 
Rutgers has as many conference 
wins as Iowa does.

12) Nebraska (4-7): 
This game will be Mike Riley’s au 
revoir to Lincoln. I have a feeling the 
Huskers will pick up Bret Bielema, 
and that makes my stomach turn.

13) Maryland (4-7): 
Remember when I ranked Maryland 
No. 5 earlier in the season?

14) Illinois (2-9):  
To be fair, we never expected much 
out of you, Illinois. At least basketball 
season is here. Wait … never mind. 

1) Wisconsin (11-0): 
I’ve said it before, I’ll say it again. My 
Badgers are going to go 12-0, win the 
Big Ten title, and still not get picked for 
the playoffs. It’s not fair.

2) Ohio State (9-2):   
Hawkeye fans will live in the glory of 
That Time Iowa Walloped Ohio State 
for the next 40 years.

3) Penn State (9-2): 
I had really high hopes for this team at 
the beginning of the season. At least 
it gets to finish with a game against 
Maryland.

4) Michigan (8-3): 
Raise your hand if you knew Wisconsin 
would win by at least 14 points.

5) Michigan State (8-3):
The last week of the season is fun 
because good teams get to play bad 
teams (i.e., Michigan State vs. Rutgers).

6) Northwestern (8-3):  
Northwestern vs. Illinois. See previous 
comment.

7) Purdue (5-6):  
The Boilermakers cracked the top 
seven with their win over Iowa. Plus, 
they want bowl eligibility. Bad.

COURTNEY BAUMANN
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

Iowa City is pretty boring when all your friends leave to go hang out 
with their families instead of you, not gonna lie.

OFFENSIVE IMPACT

DEFENSIVE IMPACT

GAME TO WATCH
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Battling through recovery
COVER STORY

BY COURTNEY BAUMANN | courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

The senior years of O-linemen Ike Boettger and Boone Myers took some unforeseen curves.

This season didn’t go quite how Boone Myers and Ike 
Boettger expected it to.

Both are senior offensive linemen, and both had sea-
son-ending injuries that kept them out of the lineup 
pretty early.

For Myers, it was a nagging ankle injury that did him 
in. He tried to push it as far as it would go, but made a 
tough decision about halfway through the season to have 
surgery and put the damage behind him.

It came down to Myers looking pretty far into the fu-
ture — years down the road — to realize that he needed 
to get it taken care of.

“Looking big picture, the future down the road, do I 
want to really mess myself up? When I’m 30, when foot-
ball is said and done, and I’m working a job, I don’t want 
to have this ankle keep coming up and bothering me,” 
Myers said. “There are a lot of things, it was a really hard 
decision. It took me a really long time to make it.”

Now that he has had the surgery, Myers is taking it 
one day at a time for recovery. There isn’t necessarily a 
set timetable for when he will be ready to go again, but 
it will not before Iowa plays its bowl game in December.

Boettger, on the other hand, got to play little more 
than six quarters in the 2017 season before his injury 
forced him off the field.

During the third quarter of the overtime win over Io-
wa State, Boettger left the game with a lower leg inju-
ry. After the game, Ferentz said it could be his Achilles, 
but he left open a small window of hope that it could be 
something less serious.

Boettger knew better, though.
“I honestly knew right away that it was probably that. 

I’ve heard of Achilles injuries,” he said. “You can feel 
pretty evidently that it’s not there. I knew probably 10 
minutes after it happened that I was probably done.”

Like Myers, the native of Cedar Falls still has some time 
before he will be back to 100 percent. A typical Achilles 
injury takes four to six months to heal, and Boettger still 
has a couple more months to go. However, he has been 
working out of his boot recently and seems to be ahead 
of schedule in his recovery.

While they are understandably frustrated by not being 
on the field, the two fifth-year seniors have taken it upon 
themselves to be an extension of the coaching staff while 
they are still a part of the team and in recovery.

For Myers, that’s the only option. Helping out the 
younger guys is the only thing he can focus on, other 
than getting himself better.

“Ike and I are pretty much coaches,” Myers said. “I 
think they learn a lot from us because we’ve been out of 
the field. We know what they’re seeing, and our main job 
is to just help those guys.”

Boettger more or less sees it the same way, and both 
have been impressed with the way other players have 
stepped in to replace them.

Both he and Myers pointed to Tristan Wirfs and Alaric 
Jackson in particular — Wirfs a true freshman and Jack-
son a redshirt freshman — as really taking responsibility 
for their positions.

“It’s unique. The two guys that have stepped in have 
done really nice jobs and have really stepped in there and 
performed better than what you’d expect,” Boettger said. 
“I fully expect that to continue, every game has gotten 
better, and they’re going to be outstanding players. It’s a 
lot for them, though, too.”

Both jokingly noted that they would have had no place 
out on the field when they were so new to the program 
— when they joined the team in 2013, Boettger weighed 
40 pounds less than he does now, and though Myers was 

File Photo/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Boone Myers and Cole Croston carry the CyHawk trophy off the field after the Iowa-Iowa State game in Kinnick on Sept. 10, 2016. Iowa held Iowa State 
to one field goal to defeat the Cyclones, 42-3.
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BATTLING THROUGH RECOVERY
listed at 285, that was probably being a lit-
tle generous.

Unlike their predecessors, Jackson and 
Wirfs came in as big guys. Jackson sits at 
320, Wirfs is 315. Their capabilities aren’t 
just because of their size, though; they 
have the football knowledge to be out on 
the field, even as young as they are.

“Thinking back to my true freshman 
and redshirt freshman years, I was in no 
place to be on the field. I was no place 
to be anywhere near the field then,” My-
ers said. “It’s a learning curve for them. 
They’ve had to learn a lot quickly, and I’m 
proud of them for how fast they’ve caught 
on and how well they’re doing.”

Although Myers and Boettger will not 
see the field again as Hawkeyes, both do 

have hopes of playing at a higher level. 
If the two work as hard as they worked 
to make the Hawkeye team and improve 
over their time in Iowa City, that goal is 
not out of reach.

Both were walk-ons for the Hawkeyes, 
having turned down scholarships at other 
schools to try out for Iowa.

Luckily for them, the decision worked 
out to their advantage.

“[Ike] and Boone are the same way. It 
was a leap of faith for them. We tried 
to let them know that we were real-
ly sincere, we really sincerely thought 
they had opportunity here,” Ferentz 
said. “But credit is on their end because 
they believed in it, and they believed in 
themselves more importantly, and then 

came here and took advantage of the 
opportunity.”

With the NFL Combine occurring in 
late February, Myers and Boettger still 
have some time to work on their recover-
ies before thinking about what the next 
step will entail.

They still feel like they owe it to them-
selves to give it a shot, though.

Until then, they will continue to work 
side-by-side with trainers on their recov-
eries as they have all season. As unfortu-
nate as both injuries were, the every day 
company makes the process seem a little 
less difficult.

“I don’t think it makes it easier overall, 
but day to day, absolutely,” Boettger said. 
“Just having somebody there — we’re in 

the pool together, we’re in treatment to-
gether.”

And though their careers at Iowa did 
not end exactly as anyone would have 
liked, Ferentz said both Myers and Boett-
ger have brought a lot to the program in 
their five years as Hawkeyes.

“It’s tough that those guys aren’t able 
to play right now and contribute, but the 
development and growth that they went 
through and the success and the things 
— all the good times they’ve had during 
their years,” Ferentz said. “If there’s a 
happy ending to this, at least both those 
guys have been parts of a lot of good mo-
ments during their careers, and they were 
right there with the guys during the good, 
highs and lows, this year, as well.”

File Photo/The Daily Iowan
C.J. Beathard looks to throw the ball while Ike Boettger blocks an Illinois State player in Kinnick Stadium on Sept. 5, 
2015. The Hawkeyes defeated the Redbirds, 31-14.

File Photo/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s George Kittle and Boone Myers hug a Kittle touchdown during the Iowa-Iowa State game at Kinnick on Sept. 
10, 2016.
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BY THE NUMBERS NEBRASKA
It’s been a down year for Nebraska, and Cornhusker fans are missing 

the 1990s more than ever.
Nebraska, which started the season 1-2 after suffering losses to Oregon 

and Northern Illinois, has lost its last three games, allowing more than 50 
points in two of those defeats.

The Huskers’ only conference wins are against Rutgers, Illinois, and 
Purdue, all of which have losing records.

While Iowa certainly shouldn’t look past the Huskers, especially given 
that the game is the last one of the regular season, it’s an opportunity to 
bounce back after a horrific 24-15 loss at home to Purdue.

In last season’s game, the Hawkeyes absolutely took it to then-No. 16 
Nebraska with a 40-10 shellacking at Kinnick.

Iowa dominated on the ground, as LeShun Daniels and Akrum Wadley 
both rushed for more than 100 yards and combined for 3 touchdowns. The 
Hawkeyes almost doubled the Cornhuskers’ offensive production, out-
gaining them, 408 yards to 217.

Tanner Lee interceptions

Transferring from Tulane after the graduation of Nebraska’s Tommy 
Armstrong Jr., Lee was set to be the man in Lincoln.

While that is somewhat the case — he is second in the Big Ten with 
2,938 passing yards — he has had his problems.

Lee’s decision-making has been questionable at times, demonstrated 
by the 13 picks he has thrown, tied for the most in the conference.

He had an especially rough outcome in the team’s losses to Oregon and 
Northern Illinois. He threw 4 interceptions against the Ducks and fol-
lowed that up with a 3-pick performance against the Huskies.

He has been free of making big mistakes in the past two games, but he 
threw 3 more in an overtime loss to Northwestern on Nov. 4.

He can also play at an extremely high level, as he showed in Nebras-
ka’s 25-24 win over Purdue, in which he threw for 431 yards and tossed 2 
touchdowns.

It’ll be interesting to see which Lee comes out against a Hawkeye de-
fense that was torn apart by Elijah Sindelar last week.

Points allowed per game

The Huskers have allowed 384 points on the season, the most in 
the Big Ten.

Teams have scored more than 35 points on Nebraska six times this sea-
son, while it has held teams under 20 only twice.

A large reason for the scoring outbursts is Nebraska’s so-called 
red-zone defense; teams score 88 percent of the time they get inside 
the 20-yard line.

Of the 50 touchdowns the Huskers have allowed on the season, 35 of 
them have come in the red zone.

Luckily for Nebraska, Iowa has one of the worst red-zone offenses 
in the conference, scoring on only 75.7 percent of those opportunities.

Stanley Morgan’s receiving yards per game

Stanley Morgan has been a threat to opposing defenses all season on his 
way to scoring 8 touchdowns and recording 912 yards, which are tied for 
first and second in the conference.

Fans will be in for a treat when Morgan is matched against Iowa corner-
back Josh Jackson, a Thorpe Award finalist who leads the country in passes 
defended (24) and interceptions (7).

Morgan’s 91.2 yards per game leads the Big Ten. If Nebraska does what 
Purdue did, successfully, and attacks the side of the field opposite Jackson, 
the Hawkeye secondary, and Hawkeye fans, could be in for a long day.

BY PETE RUDEN | peter-ruden@uiowa.edu

Abby Drey/Cetre Daily Times/TNS
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IOWA FOOTBALL COMMENTARY
Check out what Iowa football players and coaches had to say during Tuesday media availability.

BY COURTNE Y BAUMANN 
courtney-baumann@uiowa.edu

Josh Jackson
defensive back

On being named a Thorpe 
Award finalist: “It’s cool to 
be added to the list. It was 

a goal that I had at the beginning of the 
season. It’s kind of almost true, and it’s 
close to being true, so it’s cool. I just want 
to make sure I don’t get distracted by it go-
ing to Nebraska, and finish out the season 
and then focus on it.”

On having the Thorpe Award as a goal 
to begin the season: “Nothing is im-
possible. I feel like you have to set high 
standards to get high goals. I just try 
to set my goals high and try to obtain 
them.”

Nate Bazata
offensive lineman

On his family and friends 
being Nebraska fans: “They 
always say that they’ll root for 

me, but not for the team. I just tell them, ‘Just 
don’t root for me then.’ I don’t really care.”

On Drew Ott’s hair: “He was all about his 
hair. Sometimes when he’d comb it, just 
a chunk here and there would fall out. He 
didn’t comb it very often.”

Josey Jewell
linebacker

On what he said to the 
team after the Purdue 
game: “I was just telling 

them what the possibilities are, what can 

happen if we don’t stay focused for this 
last game, and where they want to go for 
a bowl game. How we want to finish the 
season, how we want to be looked at.”

On the team’s view of the upcoming game: 
“It’s one of the last opportunities we’ll have 
as a team, the last regular season game. I 
think people are going to try to stay focused. 
I know people are focused about that one — 
to be able end on a high note with the regular 
season is big for all of us. It will also help, I’m 
hoping, with a bowl game, too. I think there 
is a lot of motivation to win this game.”

Kirk Ferentz
head coach

On what he does after a loss: 
“After the game? You proba-
bly don’t want to know. It’s 

not very dramatic. What I’m doing is not 

very — it’s pretty nondescript. What I’m 
thinking you don’t want to know. We all 
have dark moments. It’s usually always the 
worst after anything doesn’t go well.
“And so, your mind goes all over the place. 
You think about a lot of different things, 
and you just try to sift through things and 
work on them a little bit and most important 
thing is when you come in on Sunday, you’ve 
got to have your thoughts somewhat in or-
der and that’s part of the process during the 
course of the day, too.
“But to think that you just shake it off and, 
hey, tomorrow is a new day, it’s not quite that 
easy. There’s a process you work through.”

On the score of the Ohio State game: “I 
think realistically I doubt anybody saw that, 
envisioned that kind of score. Now, we en-
visioned winning. The plan there is get it 
in the fourth quarter and find a way to win 
when you’re that far down the underdog 
column”.
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Courtney Baumann

Iowa at Nebraska

No. 1 Alabama at 
No. 6 Auburn

Florida State at 
Florida

No. 14 Washington 
State at No. 15 

Washington

Oregon State at 
Oregon
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IOWA
I just don’t want to go to 
Detroit for a bowl game.

IOWA
Nebraska football: As good 

as ever, “except for the 
games.”

IOWA
Ah yes, the battle of two 
underachieving teams in 

storied programs. Primetime 
football, if you ask me.

IOWA 
Iowa might’ve lost to 

Purdue, but Nebraska lost 
to Northern Illinois.

NEBRASKA
We still have better corn, 

though.

IOWA
Remember last year’s 

game?

ALABAMA
The deep south scares 

me.

ALABAMA
I really wanted to pick the 

upset, but it’s Alabama. Roll 
Damn Tide.

ALABAMA
Hoping for a repeat of the 

2013 Iron Bowl.

ALABAMA
Roll Tide ... I guess. :/

ALABAMA
I think I heard they were 

good or something.

AUBURN
Paul Finebaum’s head 

might explode.

FLORIDA STATE
Florida is filled with old 

people, rednecks, Joe’s Crab 
Shacks, and apparently bad 

football teams.

FLORIDA
Winner gets crab legs, 

courtesy of Jameis 
Winston.

FLORIDA STATE
But Tim Tebow should still 
be starting for the Jets.

FLORIDA STATE
Never forget what the 

Gators did to us.

FLORIDA STATE
Still mad about the Outback 

Bowl last year.

FLORIDA STATE
Not exactly the Florida 
state championship.

WASHINGTON
I’m just trying to edge Mary 

Kate and Gage so I don’t have 
to buy Pete anything at the 

end of the season.

WASHINGTON
I lived with a husky last 

year. Best roommate ever.

WASHINGTON
Remember Jake Locker?

WASHINGTON STATE
I’m sticking with all state 

teams this week.

WASHINGTON STATE
Washington State beat 
Stanford, which means 
Notre Dame will beat 

them easily this week.

WASHINGTON 
Apple power rankings: 

1. Granny Smith

OREGON
Can you imagine being a fan 
of a team that went 1-11? God 
bless you poor Oregon State 

supporters.

OREGON
The Beavers’ only win this 
season was over Portland 

State, and it was by 3 
points. Reminds me of the 
Paul Rhoads era in Ames.

OREGON
I wonder what happened 

to all of the Oregon 
bandwagon fans.

OREGON STATE
Beavers are way more 

badass than ducks.

OREGON
I miss Marcus Mariota.

OREGON
Mike Riley could be 

coaching this game. He 
can go next year.

IOWA
Nebraska isn’t the powerhouse 

its Facebook fanatics like to 
claim. 

ALABAMA
Can’t say I didn’t enjoy 

when Alabama destroyed 
the Buckeyes. Roll Tide.

FLORIDA
No one can rationally argue 
against the appropriation 
of alligators as mascots.

WASHINGTON
Huskies are definitely rolling 

into Washington with the 
cooler helmets. Who can 

choose against gold?

OREGON
Mostly a uniform-based 

decision here. Also, Oregon 
State has no chance of 

getting two wins this season.

ON THE LINE
Matchups Joe Cress

SUBSTITUTE (0-0)
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